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I. Introduction 

  

 The house sparrow Passer domesticus is a member of the Old World Sparrow family Passeridae. 

It occurs naturally in most of Europe and much of Asia. It is now mostly widely distributed bird on the 

planet. Whenever people build houses this bird sooner or later come to share their abodes. House 

sparrows are noisy birds that roost in flocks on branches of city trees. They have adapted to nest in urban 

structures and eat human scraps. It is a small seed eating bird. Sparrow’s main diet consists of grain seeds, 

especially grains from waste and animal feed stock. Alternative to seed diet is very wide varies from 

arthropods such as small insects, larva of mosquitoes, butterflies, and garbage chuck by human. 
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II. The study area 

 

 

 The present observations were taken in the garden of my house in Bikaner, Rajasthan, India 

(23o3’ to 30o12’ N and 69o30’ to 78o17’ E),where, there is a plantation of ornamental plants and trees. 

Many species of bird rest on trees here. 

 

 

 

 

III. Observations 

 

 

 It was observed that in the months of August and September when the flowers were in their full 

bloom, these birds’ preferred orange colored flowers to yellow. The flowers in the garden comprised 

Tecoma stans (yellow color) and Tecoma capensis (orange color), both belonging to family Bignoniaceae 

and Portulaca oleracea (yellow and orange color) belonging to family Portulacaceae and the sparrows 

were observed to feed on orange colored flowers of T.capensis and Portulaca. 

 

 

 

 

IV. Discussion 

 

 

 Adults eat mainly grain, including cereal and maize crops, but also the buds, flowers, nectar, fruit 

and seeds of a wide range of other introduced plants (especially amaranth, birch, knotweed, meadow 

grass, fat-hen, chickweed and mouse-ear (Dawson, 2013). According to Anandan et al. (2014) at the time 

of spring the sparrows prefer to feed on flowers with yellow colour, fruits etc. The present findings 

suggest that if the flowers of both yellow and orange colors are available then the sparrows preferred 

orange color to yellow, these observations are somewhat different than the earlier available reports.  

Many studies on different birds have been conducted earlier in the area which include the study on white 

eared bulbul (Srivastava, 2012), purple sunbird (Srivastava 2013a), babbler (Srivastava, 2013b), parakeet 

(Srivastava 2019a) and various faunal species (Srivastava, 2019b). According to the literature available, 

during the spring, the house sparrow eats yellow flowers, particularly yellow primroses and crocuses, but 

the present findings are a bit different, the reason yet to be explored. 
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